the community in these developed countries like UK, the USA and Canada and thereby community"s positive influence on the idea of Indian qualities led the GOI to take a more proactive approach towards its diaspora. The Indian American community also had more to gain after the liberalization of Indian economy. Earlier, there were limited instrumental gains for the Indian Americans since the two countries hardly believe they can be strategically important for each other. Thirdly, the size and economic power of the community increased tremendously during this period. The large community was educated too (Chatterjee 2014) 2 . One major factor was off course, the remittances sent by the diaspora, which survived India during Balance of Payments crisis at that time. There is another factor, which needs to be focused is the more India adopts liberalist policies, the more the relation of India with its diaspora gets better, especially with the diaspora in the liberalist countries like the US. The resumption of engagement with ID in 1990s resulted in major implications on internal as well as external political and economic processes for India. GOI has not paid much attention towards its diaspora as a soft power source and at practical level; very few initiatives have taken to consider diaspora and thereby to exploit them as a soft power source.
Role of Soft Power in India's Foreign Policy
Prime Minister of India Mr. Narendra Modi was asked to justify Australia"s signing of a deal to sell uranium to the country by his Australian counterpart Tony Abbott in his recent visit, in response, the Indian Prime Minister said, India threatens no one and -is the friend to many.
This answer of Prime Minister was not merely a diplomatic nicety, but he chose this answer very carefully based on India"s image at international level. It is an image, which is rare amongst great powers of India"s size and strength, and will give Delhi a unique soft power advantage in the future multipolar world (Pethiyagoda 2014) 3 .
In the world, India has an image of comparatively non-violent, tolerant and pluralistic democracy with a non-threatening international influence. Its foreign policy also has the same traits as soft power like non-violence, democratic set up, cooperation, peaceful resolution of the disputes, friendly relations with other countries, no first use of the weapons or weapons used only to retaliate, not to attack another country, not try to interrupt in others sovereignty, etc. The ID has also carried these traits and disseminated them in the foreign land. The ID is also peace loving, democratic, do not fight with others, and easily integrate with the host society, etc. These values of the Indian diasporic community further enhance the soft power of our country.
Diaspora Effect on the Soft Power of India in the United States
The labor flow at the international level has dominated various academic discussions, as the labor flow is beneficial for both the sending and receiving countries. The migrants are beneficial for the host countries in the sense that they reduce labour costs and for the home countries in terms of remittances, which they send back to their homes. Within the field of international migration, the migration of the high skilled received more attention as apart from the remittances they are increasing the goodwill of the country of their origin, e.g. our Indian engineers in silicon valley by being successful, adding a lot of name and fame to its home country (Sahay 2009) 4 .
The ID is beneficial for the soft power of India in the United States as they have the power of attractive ideas through their position of wealth and education. One more reason for their being beneficial is that they are mostly skilled migrants and their level of education as well as income is very high. The aspiration for education has always been high in the psyche of Indian emigrants. In fact, it is the education only, through which ID has progressed to such a level.
Knowledge is power and India known as knowledge superpower from the time immemorial.
According to the High Level Committee Report, -The India, China and Greece were the most notable knowledge societies in ancient times (GOI 2002) 5 . Daya Kishan Thussu (2013) 6 also opines that India has provided a source of learning to the world and the ID is maintaining the same legacy. Indians are also source of learning for their fellows in the foreign land.
Soft Power Tools Used by ID for the Promotion of Bilateral Relations
India is a global player in almost every sphere i.e. political, cultural and economic. The ID helps in identity creation, image projection, image cultivation, etc. Now the question, which arises, is how ID is projecting India"s soft power. The most possible answer is that the ID, through the following tools and ways enhance or project the soft power of its country. The ID is not only a source of India"s soft power but it is also an agent of India"s soft power; the Indian expatriate community also disseminates i.e. the other soft power sources of India at world level. The ID is using India"s other sources of soft power like culture, Ayurveda, Bollywood, Indian cuisine, knowledge, spirituality, etc. and luring the populace all over the world. A detail discussion on how the diaspora is acting as an agent of India"s soft power, while using different sources of Indian soft power, can summarize, as follows: 
Mahalingam (2013).
India has various domestic as well as global aspirations, which require large portions of foreign capital and acceptance. Among these aspirations, India also has nuclear ambitions. These kinds of global and domestic aspirations could make more acceptable to industrially and technologically advanced world"s elites through the projection of soft power. The ID has already proved its potential by helping India in its bargain for nuclear issues with US, such as helping the passage of US-India nuclear fuel agreement, through their associations. The ID used varied strategies from directly lobbying Congressmen, various associations took initiative and lobbied for this specific aspiration of India, such as trade associations that might have earlier supported a Congressman"s campaign by funding and then requested or persuaded them to support this act.
The indirect methods includes holding seminars on the usefulness of the agreement as well as informing the public-at-large about India"s value to the US as a stable democracy in an unstable world and thereby making them aware how India can help the US in the proliferation of democracy in the world. At the time of foundation of the UN, permanent UNSC membership primarily warranted to those nations who have political-military power, and those who have a capacity to conduct and win-interstate war. Now the scenario has changed and the parameter for UNSC permanent membership should also shift from hard power to the soft power and India being a soft power should get a permanent seat.
Conclusion
The study has focused on the role of soft power in the promotion and sometimes in the creation of the bilateral relationship among the countries, and the special focus is on the ID as soft power and its role in the promotion of the bilateral relationship between India and the US. for both the countries. The US also realized that their soft power also increases with immigration because the immigrants when return to their home countries, they also carry the American culture and disseminate or proliferate it, though not directly but indirectly. Therefore, the American culture through the diaspora attracts the people from different countries around the world wherever the diaspora moves.
The role of ID in disseminating India"s culture in terms of cuisine, music, spiritualism and other Indian sources like Yoga, Ayurveda, Spiritualism, Bollywood, etc. is also equally proliferated by the ID and it is visible through number of Yoga centers, spiritual centers, Indian restaurants, fusion of Punjabi in pop songs, food, apparels, etc. ID therefore, has helped India in spreading India"s culture. ID is also doing nation branding as well as working as non-governmental public diplomats and cultural diplomats. Indians will have to "sell" its soft power to the whole world for fulfilling its international aspirations no one other than India"s diaspora is the best seller as they can add their own talents to it.
The major thing, which analysed while tracing India"s soft power impact on bilateral relations of Indo-US, is that soft power of the diaspora has been used or channelized until now just to enhance the hard power. Due to this, the true essence of soft power diminished. India used to have a unique image not easily exercised to achieve desirable outcomes. Soft power can push or tamed by government in power. Therefore, countries need to be very cautious while formulating various policies and taking decisions. GOI also needs to be very choosy as well as careful while formulating the policies. India needs to analyse or look upon which policies of it are curtailing its soft power and it should properly visualize it and try to improve strategies, which are affecting its soft power. India has to be hopeful towards its soft power potential but it does not have to overvalue its soft power resources. India needs to spend on infrastructural development to alleviate poverty, to improve health issues, to ensure food security and education for all, to eradicate corruption, to ensure human rights to its citizens, to annihilate caste system and to eliminate all the social evils like rape, dowry system, etc. It also needs to tackle the Naxalite issue, North East issue, Kashmir conflict etc. as soon as possible because all these problems and issues are blots on the soft power of India.
The change in the perspective of Indians towards the diaspora definitely has relevance for India.
As now, the diaspora community respected for their being beneficial for both the country of residence as well as the country of origin. This community welcomed in the home country
people with an open embrace whenever they land in their homeland. Therefore, in a way, this community feels good to see this kind of welcome and they always feel connected to its motherland. The diaspora community always has a passion to do something for its mother country, for its village or for its people. That is why this community is very active in philanthropy work, development work, etc. in India.
The paper gives a scope to think the relevance of soft power diplomacy in international relations for cooperation and coexistence of states in unequal power structure of the world system, for the fulfillment of aspirations of a country (in harmony with other countries of the world) and which do not harm other country in any way. Because if the soft power would be used for fulfilling those interests, which can be harmful for other countries, the real meaning of soft power will be changed and it will also be a kind of hidden hard power or it will be like an iron hand under the velvet glove.
